206      WHAT BECOMES OF THE SOUL AFTER DEATH
There  arises    theiefor*   thp   necessity of  a  cool,
rational, dispassionate and impersonal consideration
The doctrine of cause and effect and the conse-
quent inevitability of reincarnation has been the veiy
bedrock of the Hindu philosophy But ignore we
cannot, the ob\ious fact that out of 2000 millions of
the earth's population over 800 millions have no reli-
gious tradition to believe m rebirth, while nearly 540
millions are quite agnostic about its possibility
Naturally, then it will be a sheer rodomontade
of the Hindus thought that they were the wisest of
men, as though the rest were a massive bunch of
ignorant persons, to whom ignorance was bliss Then
the question will arise if one is to believe that his
present life is resultant of the actions done in his
previous birth, what was it that caused that previous
birth7 Well, another previous birth. But what was
the cause of tbat birth, again?
Now, to answer this, we have to fall back upon
the law of evolution and say that in the long, distant
past we had been once animals and from that strata
of life we become human beings But the question
would again arise that in order to justify the theory
of cause and effect there must have been some cause
as well to be born as human beings, and since ani-
mals have no intellect to 3udge between virtue and
vice, how could we be held responsible for our birth
into the family of Man7 Does not matter, let us
tentatively accept this illogical hypothesis to be true,
and lead ourselves back into the family of worms and
then into the vegetable and the mineral kingdoms,
and finally arrive at the conclusion that God must
have been the original cause responsible But,